Ash Grove R-IV School Bond Issue Information
General Information:

On April 7, 2009 the Ash Grove School District will be asking voters to approve a $3.8 million “no-tax-increase” bond issue. This bond issue will not increase the school’s tax levy, it merely extends the number of years that the school will make bond payments to repay the debt. With the public’s input, the following priorities were established for the use of the bond money if approved:

Maintenance Renovations:

1. Tuck-point and seal the brick/rock exteriors, repair/replace leaking or old roofs, repair/replace soffits, downspouts, and leaking single-pane windows.  

2. Restroom renovations in each school 

3. Electrical updates in each school
4. Kitchen/cooking facilities in the high school

5. Replace old and/or loose floor tiles in  buildings

6. Renovate/replace lockers in the high school.  

7. Renovate high school gym
8. Add new heat and air system to high school gym
Safety Renovations/Additions

1. Add a vestibule entryway at Bois D’ Arc Elementary 

2. Replace aging exit and classroom doors

3. Add a new “Bus Loop” at Bois D’ Arc Elementary 

4. Add a visible, safe, and easily accessible main high school entrance and office area
Other New Facilities

1. Addition of classrooms and restrooms at Bois D’Arc Elementary 

2. Addition of computer lab at high school

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)
Why don’t we just build a new high school?
There are many reasons why this is not feasible at this time:

1. Depending upon construction costs and size of the building, it would cost between 9 and 11 million dollars to build a new school.  The most “new bond money” that we could get is about 6 million dollars.

2. If we could afford the “one-time” expense of building a new school, we could not afford the ongoing expenses of personnel, maintenance, and utilities associated with operating a new school. 

3. Our current needs extend well beyond the focus of one school.  We have needs in every school that must be addressed whether or not we were able to build a new school.  We are only asking for enough bond money to address our immediate needs without raising taxes in difficult financial times.
4. Our district-wide enrollment has dropped for the last three years.  It is difficult to justify building a new high school when our student population is actually decreasing.  

Is there any Federal or grant money available to help pay for new construction or repairs?

It is unknown at this time whether there will be any additional sources of revenue that we may be eligible for as a result of the “Federal Stimulus Package”.  We will take advantage of every funding opportunity.
Where can I see the proposed plans for the new construction projects?

Plans, diagrams, and explanations of the proposed new facilities are posted in the main administrative office, the school offices, and can also be seen on the school website at www.ashgrove.k12.mo.us.  For more information call the school at 751-2534.
Is it true that my taxes will go down next year if I vote “no” on this no-tax-increase bond issue?

No, that is not true.  The school tax levy will remain unchanged.

Will this bond issue raise my taxes?

No, this is a no-tax-increase bond issue and will not affect the tax levy.
When was the last time that Ash Grove Schools put a bond issue on the ballot?

The last school bond issue put before and approved by voters was 10 years ago, on April 6, 1999.  

Could the money obtained from the no-tax-increase bond issue be used to hire new employees or to give raises to school employees?

No, by law the bond money can only be used for what is actually stated in the ballot language.  The money can only be used “to construct, furnish, and/or renovate” school facilities as stated on the ballot.  Every dime will be used to improve the schools and facilities in a timely manner.

